The patient is a Bengali woman, aged 25 years. The disease started nearly two years before admission, with some pain, swelling and stiffness of the right middle finger. The patient, an intelligent woman, describes the subsequent occurrence of pain in the right shoulder region and in the knees. A few months later all the digits of (he hands and feet showed affection, and also there was limitation of movement and some pain on movement in the larger joints of the body and also of the spine and the jaw. During these two j'ears the limitation of movement and pain on movement of the small joints of the hands and feet and of some of the larger joints have steadily developed, and during the last six months she has been practically crippled, unable to walk, feed herself, etc. During the last nine months, however, changes have also appeared in the skin. Pigmented patches first appeared on the back, and the skin was hard, thickened, glossy and scaly. Later were noticed similar changes on the skin of the neck, chest, knees, hands, shoulder, cheeks, etc., and now similar changes are present over most of the body.
On admission the general appearance of the patient ?was very peculiar and striking. The patient was very 'thin, weak and emaciated, unable to walk, and she lay on her bed with her knees semi-flexed and her forearms lying across the abdomen with the wrists in marked flexion and the fingers in marked extension, except that the terminal phalanges were slightly flexed. The patient, though bright and intelligent, showed a marked lack of facial expression, a mask-like face. (4) Muscles and tendons. The muscles of the forearm were hard in consistency, and the tendons of the wrist were prominent and tense. Similar findings were made in the hamstring and calf muscles, and it appeared that the limitation of movement of the wrist and knee3 and ankle joints was largely due to this condition of the muscles of the forearm and of the leg. The muscles of the face were also indurated and it appeared probable that this accounted for the limited mobility of the jaw.
(5) The The condition is well described in the British
